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Welcome to the fall and winter version of the IHL newsletter! Along with 

our partners in the field we have been working hard to develop more IHL 

programming for the coming year. For this newsletter we would like to 

highlight the upcoming Clara Barton Competition, update you about on 

the status of our IHL Youth Action Campaign, highlight some exceptional 

Red Cross volunteers, discuss current events in the world of IHL, and share 

upcoming events that those interested in IHL might fight interesting.  

On March 13-15, 2020, law students, military academy cadets, law professors, and legal experts from 

across the globe will join together for the 7th Annual Clara Barton International Humanitarian Law Com-

petition (CBC). The CBC is a simulation-based, experiential legal competition designed to expose rising 

professionals to the practice of International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and to real 

world challenges facing IHL practitioners during armed conflict.    

The CBC is unique and unlike the traditional mock trial or moot court competi-

tions. Participants explore the application of the law through a fictional, but re-

alistic case study of armed conflict which continues to evolve throughout the 

competition.  The competition tests participants’ knowledge of international 

humanitarian law, as well as their ability to present, advocate for, and defend 

legal positions to a diverse range of stakeholders in different simulated environ-

ments. Students also get the chance to network with top authorities in the field. 

   

In past years participants have assumed the role of legal advisors providing advice to governmental lead-

ers about attacking another State; the role of ICRC legal advisors briefing defense leaders operating a de-

tention facility on the basic legal requirements for treatment of detainees; the role of legal advisors to 

military commanders considering a military strike that may result in civilian casualties; and the role of rep-

resentatives of various humanitarian organizations briefing representatives from various organizations on 

potential IHL violations.  For more information about the competition visit 

www.clarabartoncompetition.org. 
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Fundamental to the successful realization of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement is the volunteer. To 

all the volunteers we say thank you, your demonstration of selfless service is inspiring and the positive impact 

that you have made for so many cannot be emphasized enough. At this time the IHL-NHQ team wants to rec-

ognize a few exceptional volunteers and express our gratitude for their selfless service.    

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
“Good actions give strength to ourselves and inspire good actions in others.” - Plato 

 

Joceline Torres served as an AmeriCorp intern in 2018-2019 for the Service to the 

Armed Forces and International Services departments in Los Angeles. Her outstanding 

performance in this position led to her being hired as the International Services Coor-

dinator for the Los Angeles Region. Before her service with Americorps and  joining the 

Red Cross, Joceline earned a two BA degrees from the University of California-Irvine, 

one in International Relations with and emphasis in conflict resolution and another in 

Political Science with an emphasis in political theory. 

Her dedication to the Red Cross mission has shone through in her enthusiasm for the IHL program, where 

she has voluntarily taken on additional responsibilities outside the scope of her work as the International 

Services coordinator for Los Angeles. In her capacity as an Expert Level IHL Instructor she has singlehanded-

ly trained dozens of Basic Level Instructors across the country by conducting the zoom sessions that are the 

last step in Basic Level Instructor certification. Joceline has held these sessions weekly since she became 

certified as an Expert Level Instructor in November. Additionally, her volunteer work for the IHL program 

has led to the Los Angeles region being one of the most active regions in the country for IHL, holding at 

least two IHL classes per month.  

 

Gigi Winburn first started volunteering for the Red Cross in 2005, during the Hurri-

cane Katrina response. In 2016, she was hired as the SAF/IS Regional Program Man-

ager for the North Texas Region and in 2017, she became a SAF/IS Manager in the 

Central & South Texas Region serving the Heart of Texas and Fort Hood. While work-

ing full time and raising two daughters, Gigi received her BA in Organizational Man-

agement. 

In addition to her work for the Red Cross, Gigi takes on extra duties as a volunteer in her free time. She has 

been invaluable to the IHL program, leading classes as an instructor, and being out go-to person on the 

ground in organizing the Expert Level Training in San Antonio in November. She brings passion and an infec-

tious sense of fun to everything she does, and her support to the Expert Level Training was no exception. 

 

 

  



 3 

 Dr. Amy Atchison is a professor at Valparaiso University in Valparaiso Indiana, who teaches 

an International Humanitarian Law course. In 2013, she stumbled upon the Red Cross while 

she was looking for outside material to supplement her course. She came across Raid 

Cross, Exploring Humanitarian Law and Youth Action Campaign and was very intrigued. She 

then reached out to Red Cross at NHQ to learn how to volunteer and become a part of the 

Youth Action Campaign. She was able to build the Youth Action Campaign into her class 

curriculum and guarantee that the students earn a service-learning credit. 

Her experience with International Humanitarian Law and her passion for working with youth and engaging 
them in such powerful material made her a perfect fit for the volunteer position as an IHL YAC Coordinator. 
Dr. Atchison coordinated and implemented Youth Action Campaign with her students from 2014-2016 and 
then again in 2019. Due to her leadership and motivation, her team was able to surpass the metrics associat-
ed with the Campaign. She is incredibly vital to the success of the Youth Action Campaign in Indiana and goes 
above and beyond to ensure that the mission of IHL and the Red Cross are carried out. 

Youth Action Campaign Profile: Valparaiso 

The Indiana (Valparaiso University) YAC team has been busy this past year with the development and im-

plementation of three in-person activities. Their first in-person activity was an interactive wall in their Stu-

dent Union. The display presented IHL scenarios and participants flipped up the scenario to read the cor-

rect answer. At the end, participants added a pin to a cork board to demonstrate their support for IHL.   

Their second in-person activity was a movie night with discussion of the film Eye in the Sky (starring Helen 

Mirren https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2057392/).  

The third activity was a simulation in three parts. The first was an educa-

tion section that included displays regarding IHL & autonomous/AI 

weapons. That activity funneled people into section 2, the simulation 

itself which consisted of three corridors. In the scenario given to partici-

pants, the corridors were pathways that led to humanitarian aid. Each 

corridor contained a different mechanism for determining which partici-

pants are innocent civilians who were allowed to continue on to retrieve 

aid, and which are enemy combatants. The three mechanisms 

(represented by three Valpo Red Cross team members) were: 

 Autonomous weapons systems:  these use their programming to determine                               

(based on preset conditions) who is a civilian and who is not.  

 Semi-autonomous weapons systems: these are remotely controlled by humans and the human 

makes the civilian/combatant calculation.  

 Soldier: each participant had to interact with the “soldier,” who will then decide the partici-

pant’s status.  
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In section three, participants were presented with information that explained why they lived or died after 

their encounter with the autonomous weapon, semi-autonomous weapon, or soldier. Their in-person 

reach total for all three events: 309.   

The team’s social media campaign was ambitious. They planned to have three posts per day on Facebook 

& Twitter, all on the theme of the day. They wanted to do a fact about the theme, an image (with infor-

mation) related to the theme, and a spotlight on a person of interest. Unfortunately, the timing did not 

work as they had hoped given that the week leading into their events was Thanksgiving week & the week 

of the events was the week before finals (a calculated risk.) Ultimately, they were successful despite not 

being able to execute their plan as well as they would have liked. Views: 2453 | Engagements: 279.  

 IHL Dialogues  

Like most areas of study, leading experts are continuously publishing articles that spark conversation. In 

this section we would like to highlight a few recent publications that are furthering the dialogue within 

IHL.  

 “Importance of International Humanitarian Law Training in Armed Police Force (APF)-Nepal.”                  

by Narendra Bam, Raju Shrestha, and Ram Krishna Maharjan 

This article published on, February 3, 2020, in the Journal of APF Command and Staff College is unique. 

Rather than focus on a specific legal issue with a traditional legal analysis this article focuses on the im-

portance of IHL training for national police forces.  APF-Nepal is mandated to act during times of armed 

conflict internally but also externally. Therefore, unlike many other national police forces the police force 

in Nepal plays an integral part during both NIACs and IACs. For this reason it is imperative that police forc-

es similar to that of APF-Nepal are trained and understand the principles of IHL. The author’s of this publi-

cation highlight the many scenarios where police forces need to understand IHL and conclude by recom-

mending specific IHL specific trainings.  The publication can be found here. 

 “From Peacekeepers to Parties to the Conflict: An IHL’s Appraisal of the Role of UN Peace Operations 

in NIACs.” by Bianca Maganza 

Published in the Journal of Conflict and Security Law this article analyzes the application of IHL to UN 

‘peace operations’ when, due to their factual involvement in hostilities, they become parties to a NIAC. In 

assessing the consequences of that scenario, the author discusses the external and internal borders of the 

scope of the notion of party to the conflict as applied to UN peace operations, and examines the impact of 

the loss of protection from attack on the principle of distinction. It concludes by suggesting that, in light of 

the increasing involvement of UN peace operations in situations that factually amount to armed conflict, 

an evolutionary interpretation of the theory of IHL's application to the situation is needed. Read the article 

here. 

https://www.nepjol.info/index.php/JAPFCSC/article/view/27532/22777
https://academic.oup.com/jcsl/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/jcsl/krz032/5721450?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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Reflections on the 2019 Expert Level IHL Instructor Class in San Antonio, Texas   

By Nedra Wick, Expert Level IHL Instructor 

During the first weekend of November 2019, an enthusiastic group of American Red Cross volunteers and 

staff convened in San Antonio, Texas to develop their proficiency to teach International Humanitarian Law 

and earn the title of Expert Level Instructor.  Molly Kovite, Senior Legal Advisor, IHL and DeAndrea Fuller, 

Expert Level IHL Instructor, shared real world examples from their military service while leading the train-

ing, allowing for all the participants to apply the IHL fundamentals and rules through discussion and hypo-

thetical exercises.  Over a two-day period, the course materials moved the class quickly through the appli-

cable law and the most advantageous methods to teaching the concepts.   All would attest there was never 

a dull moment.  

In attendance were experienced IHL Expert Level Instructors who 

were re-certifying on the new material; retired, active, and reserve 

military personnel; SAF staff from as far away as Korea; a Regional Red 

Cross CEO; former UN Intern; a former ICRC staff member; and nu-

merous other professionals and attorneys. The diverse makeup of par-

ticipants group insured maximum participation, spirited conversation 

and provided a unique opportunity to learn from a variety of opinions 

and to witness first-hand, that despite differing of opinions, we can all 

find common ground through our united commitment to the mission and principles of the Red Cross and 

the four principles of IHL.    

Besides increasing the overall knowledge of IHL participants also discussed and shared overall program 

ideas, including past practices and provided suggestions to expand the IHL program and dissemination 

efforts.  New opportunities included using local adult education opportunities, offering to be a guest 

speaker at an undergraduate college or law school class, and providing credit through professional organi-

zations which require members to take hours of education yearly  

At the conclusion of the training all of us left with the confidence to teach the new material in the one, 

three, and eight-hour classes with myriad levels of attendees, to mentor prospective IHL Instructors, and 

to provide leadership to those at the Basic and Intermediate Levels.    

The participants and staff wish to express their gratitude to Gigi Winburn, Regional Program Manager, SAF, 

Ft. Hood and Central-South Texas, and John Starr, ARC Volunteer, as well at the San Antonio Red Cross 

Chapter for their coordination and sincere hospitality.      

IHL Expert Instructor Training 
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March 

March 13-15 7th Annual Clara Barton IHL Competition at National Headquarters in Washington, 

DC. Contact christian.jorgensen@redcross.org for more information or if you would 

like to volunteer! 

March 26 Humanity in War: An International Humanitarian Law Primer for Professionals, Thurs-

day, March 26, 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. at National Headquarters, 17th Street building, 

Washington, D.C. 

April 

April 16th  Humanity in War: An International Humanitarian Law Primer for Professionals,      

Thursday, March 26, 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. at National Headquarters, 17th Street 

building, Washington, D.C. 

May 

May 21 Humanity in War: An International Humanitarian Law Primer for Professionals,      

Thursday, March 26, 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. at National Headquarters, 17th Street 

building, Washington, D.C. 

July 

July 23-26 IHL Youth Action Campaign Summit & Coordinator Training, Thursday, July 23—July 26 

at American Red Cross National Headquarters, 17th Street building, Washington, D.C. 

How can you become and Expert Level IHL Instructor? 

The IHL-National Headquarters team is gearing up to host our second large group expert training ses-

sion on April 25-26 (location TBA.) We are excited for the opportunity to invite select individuals, cur-

rently at the basic or intermediate level for a weekend training session where they will be able to be-

come expert level instructors prepared to better lead the IHL dissemination efforts of their region and 

the Red Cross movement as a whole. All interested should contact their regional lead to express their 

interest and make sure to fill out an application.  

IHL Events 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/humanity-in-war-an-international-humanitarian-law-primer-for-professionals-tickets-63582010505
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/humanity-in-war-an-international-humanitarian-law-primer-for-professionals-tickets-63582010505
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/humanity-in-war-an-international-humanitarian-law-primer-for-professionals-tickets-63582010505
https://www.rulesofwar.org/volunteer-instructor-application

