
Land of Mine: Movie Night Discussion Sheet 
 
You are going to be watching the movie, Land of Mine; a movie about POWs in the 

aftermath of World War II. This movie takes place in Denmark, a party to the 1929 Geneva 
Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War. The events of this movie 
present challenges to the provisions of this treaty, which seek to provide protections of 
the vulnerable population that is POWs.  
 
 While watching the movie, we would like you to focus on provisions of the 1929 
Geneva Conventions that cover four themes. By themes, we mean categories of legal 
obligations on detaining powers or entitlements of POWs. The themes that we would like 
you to watch out for are: 1) POW labor; 2) conditions of POW camps; 3) food in POW 
camps; and 4) access to medical attention in POW camps.   
 

I. Discussion Questions  
(Use Section II to see applicable law to discuss these 
questions) 

 
POW LABOR 
 As you watch the movie, please observe the work undertaken by the 
POWs and consider the following questions: 

• Did the Danish state, as the detaining power, offer adequate medical attention to 
the POWs when injured or sick during work?  

• Was the POW labor of a safety standard legally consistent with the articles of the 
1929 Geneva conventions?  

• Were the POWs compensated adequately?  
• Were the POWs physically suited to the work that they were doing?  

 
POW DETENTION CAMP CONDITION 
 As you watch the movie, please observe the conditions in which the 
POWs are living and working and consider the following questions:  

• Are there any limits on the structures used to house POWs? If not, what limitations 
are there? What limitations should there be?  

• Are there standards for the conditions within POW camps? Are there minimum 
levels of hygiene and standards of living?  

• Do you think POWs should be detained in prisons similar to civilians who are 
convicted of crimes?  

 
POW FOOD AND NUTRITION 

As you watch the movie, please observe the quantity and quality of food 
and nutrition that POWs have access to and consider the following questions:  

• Are the POWs being fed adequately?  
• Is the quality of food sufficient? 

 
POW MEDICAL CARE 



As you watch the movie, please observe the quantity and quality 
medical care that POWs have access to and consider the following questions: 

• Were there medical facilities at the POW camp?  
• Did the POWs receive adequate medical treatment when needed, as mandated by 

the 1929 Geneva Conventions?  
• If there were deficiencies in the medical treatment provided by Danish, as the 

detaining power, what were they and what would they need to do to make the POW 
camp lawful 

 
 

II. Applicable Law (1929 Geneva Convention of Prisoners of 
War) 

 
POW LABOR 
Articles 27-34 of the 1929 Geneva Conventions cover the work that POWs are 
forced to undertake.  
 

• Art. 27 
o “During the whole period of captivity, belligerents are required to admit 

prisoners of war who are victims of accidents at work to the benefit of 
provisions applicable to workmen of the same category under the 
legislation of the detaining Power….” 

• Art. 28 
o “The detaining Power shall assume entire responsibility for the 

maintenance, care, treatment and the payment of the wages of prisoners of 
war working for private individuals.” 

• Art. 29 
o “No prisoner of war may be employed on work for which he is physically 

unsuited.” 

• Art. 31 
o “Work done by prisoners of war shall have no direct connection with the 

operations of the war. In particular, it is forbidden to employ prisoners in 
the manufacture or transport of arms or munitions of any kind, or on the 
transport of material destined for combatant….” 

• Art. 32 
o “It is forbidden to employ prisoners of war on unhealthy or dangerous 

work. Conditions of work shall not be rendered more arduous by 
disciplinary measures.” 

 
POW DETENTION CAMP CONDITION 
Articles 9 – 10 of the 1929 Geneva Conventions mandates the type and 
conditions of the camp, itself, in which POWs are be held.   

• Art. 9 
o “Prisoners of war may be interned in a town, fortress or other place, and 

may be required not to go beyond certain fixed limits. They may also be 
interned in fenced camps; they shall not be confined or imprisoned except 



as a measure indispensable for safety or health, and only so long as 
circumstances exist which necessitate such a measure. 
Prisoners captured in districts which are unhealthy or whose climate is 
deleterious to persons coming from temperate climates shall be removed 
as soon as possible to a more favorable climate….” 

• Art. 10  
o “Prisoners of war shall be lodged in buildings or huts which afford all 

possible safeguards as regards hygiene and salubrity….” 
 

POW FOOD AND NUTRITION 
Articles 11– 12 mandates that food and water in POW detention camps must 
be of a certain quality and cannot be leveraged as punishment.  

• Art. 11  
• “The food ration of prisoners of war shall be equivalent in quantity and 

quality to that of the depot troops….” “Sufficient drinking water shall be 
supplied to them. The use of tobacco shall be authorized. Prisoners may be 
employed in the kitchens….” Also, withholding food cannot be used as 
punishment and water must also be regularly provided.  

• Article 12  
• mandates that POWs must be able to procure canteens.  

 
 
 
POW MEDICAL CARE 
Articles 14 and 15 mandate the necessary conditions of medical facilities in 
POW camps.  

• Art. 14 
o Requires there to be a hospital on the campus for POWs to use if they 

require medical attention; and expenses for treatment to be “borne by 
detaining power.”  

• Art. 15 
o Medical inspections of prisoners of war shall be arranged at least once a 

month. Their object shall be the supervision of the general state of health 
and cleanliness, and the detection of infectious and contagious 
diseases….” 

 

III. Final Question (answers on final page) 
 

1. Was the Danish military’s treatment of the POWs lawful?  
2. Would it be now?  

 
 
 
 
 
 



a) The answer to the first question is, yes.  
a. The Danish Army’s treatment of the soldiers was lawful, despite the 

seemingly relevant provisions of the 1929 Geneva Conventions. 
b. Why?  

i. The 1929 Geneva Conventions, Articles 5 & 6, limited the 
protection to armed forces captured during combat, not 
those that were taken during surrender, which was the case 
for the soldiers in, Land of Mine. 

b) The answer to the second question is, no.  
a. Why?  

i. The 1949 Geneva Conventions effectively ended the 
aforementioned loophole.  

 

 
 

 


