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Dear Red Cross Family, 
 
It is a New Year, and I wanted my first message to be about our newest program 
area, new team members, and new strategic focus areas we can expect to see 
for 2018 on the International and Humanitarian Law front. 
 
As you know, educating the public is one of the fundamental responsibilities of 
each national society of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
movement.  Some of you may have seen the ICRC global 2016 Global People in 
War Study (https://www.icrc.org/en/document/people-on-war) that documented 
striking differences difference in basic knowledge of IHL depending on where 
people live, including a serious knowledge gap in the United States.  Clearly, this 
needs to be a focal point for our American Red Cross and our International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) partners here in Washington, DC.  We want 
to let you know about some recent activity.  Your help is essential as we move 
forward! 
  
As you know, over the last few years the American Red Cross has made a 
number of changes to its programs and personnel in order to be more focused on 
achieving specific strategic objectives and to increase efficiency.   As part of that 
effort, we’ve been working with the Wharton Business School to define specific 
engagement strategies. One of our strongest IHL Volunteer advocate, Roberta 
Brown from Delaware has agreed to assist me in this effort.  So far, we’ve 
identified five key issue areas to explore that parity the ICRC People on War 
Report as focus areas: 
 

• Prohibitions on torture; 

• protection of vulnerable populations, such as women and children; 

• vulnerability of protected sites, with particular emphasis on Hospitals;  

• protection of medical and aid workers; 

• emerging areas like cyber warfare. 
 
We’ve also identified our key stakeholders that we would like to focus our work 
on going forward, with a common sub-demographic of youth, and military 
connected  and humanitarian connected youth and families.   We know that there 
is common interest in our military community in ensuring that our military families 
remain resilient and strong, and that they are given as many tools as possible to 
help them avoid the harm of moral injury that can come from violations, or even 
perceived violations of IHL. Education early of those most likely to find 
themselves in a conflict zone is a key component of this strategy.  
 
 
 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/people-on-war
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Our three year strategy will focus on engaging: 
 

• Policy makers – such as the Departments of Defense and State as well as 
other practitioners and professionals  

• Military spouses and families – those connected to the current generation 
of war fighters 

• Youth, especially those likely to become next generation of war fighters 
and Humanitarians 

 
We’re currently working on implementation plans for this emerging program.  We 
will be continuing and expanding the current Professional Training Course, 
currently primarily offered in in Washington, DC, and will be revising the Born on 
the Battlefield course and our youth program. There will also be new materials for 
online education in areas such as child soldiers and the IHL/International Human 
Rights Law intersection to look forward to.  
 
Thank you for all you have done and continue to do to achieve our important 
mission.   We’ll have further updates as these programs evolve.  I will host 
occasional open forum Web-Exes with updates on our program, and to get your 
feed back on areas where we can focus our work. In the interim, if you have 
additional questions or comments, please get in touch with Griffin Ferry, our IHL 
Legal Instructor at Griffin.Ferry@RedCross.org,  or Joe Gibson for our Youth 
Program Efforts at Joe.Gibson@RedCross.org or 
Rachael.Gernhart@Redcross.org for information relating to the scheduled Web-
Ex Updates.  
 
Lastly, I would like to say a special thanks to those of you who have waited for 
our IHL team in NHQ to re-group, and to re-launch our important work here.  
Your participation in the emerging programs will be crucial to our work. 
 
 
People First, Mission Always, 
 
 

 
 
Koby J. Langley 
Senior Vice President 
American Red Cross 
Service to the Armed Forces  
and International Humanitarian Law 
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